


Ashley Smith, Micah
Youth MOVE Massachusetts Webster










ewide bungduﬂ Council l

] /il MIEA

i G|
=, X

<







bl o : ; 5

d as non-stigmatizing were identity-based

wolved conversations where “they touched on hard




e AN
{ s

=1

er support workforce

ng adult peer support workers.




nsport




> i

promised these vouchers once graduating fro




Urgent Advocacy Topic: Housing

Fiscal Year 2026 Budget .
* Most proposed cuts to DMH services were reversed/not implemented. The-'-FYQ

State Budget, which the Governor signed, restores almost all these proposed Q'w
* There was never any formal indication that DMHRSP would be cut from the budg >t a
the time these cuts were restored

What happened next?
* DMHRSP continued to be promised to clients.
* In July, an email was sent out stating that the DMHRSP was to halt and no vouchers
‘were to be offered. There was no further information given at this time.




given dates by which they need to be out, which

1y; otherwise, they will receive a Notice to Quit.
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Quotes from Young Adults Being

Impacted
“The cuts to the DMHRSP have left me feeling completely discouraged. I'm being

pushed out of my program because there aren't adequate options without these
vouchers, and I'm facing impending homelessness. Massachusetts is one of the most
expensive states to live in, and being given such short notice to find housing makes this
situation impossible, even for someone without mental health challenges. We were
never given information to plan ahead before vouchers were abruptly cut, and months
later, there are still no answers.”

“I was really looking forward to receiving a voucher because it meant independence, a
chance to finally build a life for myself outside the system. Now, my goal of becoming
self-sufficient has been put on hold. | can’t even apply for jobs because | don’t know
what's going to happen or where ['ll end up. Since July 8th, I've cried myself to sleep

every night from the fear of losing everything. | don’t want to be homeless.”

“Making unwell people unhoused will create a crisis, not just in homelessness, but in
mental health, and it could take decades to repair. Losing my voucher felt like a punch
to the gut. | know this may not be entirely in your hands, but if there's any way to restore
even a limited number of vouchers, it could make a real difference. Governor Healey
needs to address this directly. Cutting housing and other supports is not reform, it's
neglect.”
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